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Facts On File History Databases. 
Sept. 2007. Facts On File [http://www.factsonfile.com]. 
This collection features 6 databases: American History Online, American WOmens History 
Online, African-American History Online, American Indian History Online, Modern WOrld 
History Online, and Ancient and Medieval History Online. Each features works published 
by Facts On File and Chelsea House along with o &.t 
some primary source material, images, maps, and, \\\~~'1l\\ rllIL'\" l)l"\~ 
.:0_"" as a result of the publisher's recent acquisition of 
Films Media Group, videos. The largest of the da­
tabases is American History Online, which has the 
entire text of 116 print volumes (including the 
la-volume Encyclopedia ofAmerican History) and 
the partial contents of another 134 volumes. The 
smallest is American Indian History Online. 
Each database features an identical, user-friendly 
interface. A Learning Centers link leads to specially 
selected entries, typically grouped chronologically 
and then subdivided by event or era. The Browse 
menu, which is also featured on each database's Home screen, allows the user to browse 
by Biographies, Events and Topics, Primary Sources, Timelines, Image Gallery, and Maps 
and Charts. Selecting one leads to a subdivision of several other choices. Finally, there 
is a list of Sources, an FAQ, and a Search window. Under the Search window are links 
for Advanced Search, Search History, and Search Other History Databases. The laner is 
a particularly nice feature, leading to a federated search screen where one can search as 
many of the 6 databases as desired. A user can save searches for later reference ifan online 
account is created, though, unfortunately, this fearure does not save across databases but 
only within each one. Conspicuously absent is any A-Z listing of entries-a regrenable 
oversight, though the search function is fairly reliable in its ranking of relevant entries. 
There is also, however, the complete absence ofany help on the search features, including 
the advanced search. (The FAQ deals with lircle more than printing and saving.) 
The search results screen is extremely well done, giving the user five tabs by entry 
type matching the search-Biographies, Events and Topics, Primary Sources, Imag­
es, and Maps and Charts-with each tab indicating the number of entries retrieved 
under each. Relevancy is quite accurate, and disparities are quickly found in the re­
trieved articles since search terms are highlighted in yellow. The search function falls 
short for users who may not know the proper spelling. A search on Hatshuput in 
Ancient and Medieval History Online does not retrieve entries (the correct spelling is 
Hatshepsut), only giving one the Advanced Search screen and a suggestion to "Please 
modify and try again." A search on al-quada in Modern WOrld History Online suffers 
the same fate. Considering these databases will be useful to secondary schools, not 
having a suggested-spellings feature is an alarming oversight. Automatic stemming 
helps somewhat; variant endings are searched for automatically, although the limit for 
this automatic truncation is apparently 3 characters.. 
Advanced Search offers 4 windows with the ability to search all words, at least 1 
of the words, without the words, and exact-phrase searching. (The latter is possible 
through the use of quotation marks in the default Search window, too, though this is 
not pointed out anywhere in the Help screens.) All articles have full citations at the 
end of the entry, including date retrieved, though when clicking the How to Cite link 
at the bottom, the user is given general information on the Chicago and MLA styles 
but not the formatting for the specific article being read. 
All the databases are highly recommended for small and medium-sized public, aca­
demic, and school libraries that have found Facts On File and Chelsea House works 
helpful for their patrons. Pricing is dependent on the size of the institution, and although 
American History Online has justifiably the highest price, given its coverage, we question 
why the others are all priced identically, given some of the disparities of full-text cover­
age. (American Indian History Online, with its full-text coverage of 22 works and partial 
coverage of another 4, is priced the same as Modern WOrld History Online, which has 52 
full-text works.) All are easy to use and, apan from the lack ofhelp with misspelled words, 
are extremely student-friendly. (Last accessed September 6,2007.) -Ken Black 
YAle: These databases are just as accessible for high-school students as Facts On 
File's print reference sources. MEQ. 
76 Booklist November 1, 2007 
more than 3 million articles. web ofScience 
subject coverage is fairly broad but only cov­
ers 262 journals from 1900 to 1944, with 
850,000 articles for that period. INSPEC is 
more narrowly f0cused on physics and en­
gineering, with some 880,000 citations for 
a 70-year period. ASTIR is ofren the only 
source that covers many business and indus­
try trade titles, especially from the first half 
of the rwentieth century, or it covers differ­
ent years of journals indexed elsewhere. For 
example, web ofScience has 2,621 citations 
to the Journal of the Textile Institute from 
1966 forward, while ASTIR has 3,509 cita­
tions from 1923 to 1957. 
The one-time price for ASTIR starts at 
around $13,385, depending on type oflibrary 
and other Wilson subscriptions, with small 
annual access fees. The database may also be 
loaded locally. Applied Science and Technology 
Index Retrospective is recommended for any 
library with a need for archival access to infor­
mation on the applied sciences and especially 
for those whose patrons already use other such 
archive databases. (Last accessed September 7, 
2007.) -Deborah Rollins 
Sage eReference. 
Sept. 2007. Sage [http://www.sage-ereference.com]. 
Sage eReference is a small but growing refer­
ence collection. Currently, it contains more 
than 50 Sage titles (multivolume social-sci­
ence subject encyclopedias, published since 
2002), with 62 on target for year's end. 
Among the currently available titles are En­
cyclopedia of Crime and Punishment (2002), 
Encyclopedia of WOrld Poverty (2006), and 
Encyclopedia of American Urban History 
(2007). The collection is designed using the 
same principles as other e-book interfaces, 
with browse and keyword search options. 
Users can browse by title or within 20 sub­
jects, such as African American Studies or 
Health and Social Welfare. In Advanced 
Search, searching can be done within a title; 
across the entire collection to which a library 
subscribes, or in titles selected by the user. 
Advanced Search also includes Boolean op­
tions and limits to articles with sidebars, 
images, or tables. Searches can be limited 
to content types, such as articles, further 
reading, contributor lists, or introductions, 
although some content (all front and back 
matter) is available only in PDF format. 
To meet the needs of students, who con­
sistently say "Where am I?" while searching, 
Sage has designed its interface with several vi­
sual cues, including a unique top banner for 
each reference-book title. This banner, a mon­
tage of the book cover design, is present on 
e"ery page and changes according to the title 
being viewed. It is visually pleasing, stylish, 
and useful for reminding users where they are. 
Each encyclopedia's home page also includes 
a summary of the encyclopedia, Browse and 
Advanced Search tabs for searching within 
the encyclopedia, and links to front and back 
matter. Unfortunately, it's easy to get trapped 
searching one reference title, since links back 
to the main search page are unclear. 
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A lthough there are numerous books covering the history of classical art, and many reference books on art and architecture, there are very few reference titles treating just the art and architecture 
of ancient Greece and Rome. The outstanding Grove Encyclopedia of Classical Art 
and Architecture answers this reference need.The set is derived from Grove Art 
Online, but the online articles have been abbreViated, revised, and totally updated 
to reflect the newest archaeological discoveries, publications, scholarship, and 
controversies. Editor Campbell has distilled the more than 3 
million words on classical art in Grove Art Online into 1,000 
articles that range from a few sentences to more than 100 
pages. Like Grove Art Online, the encyclopedia is geared to 
scholars, researchers, curators, students researching classical 
art, and general readers who have a background in classical 
history and art. 
Entries are in an A-Z format and cover Greece and Rome 
from the Bronze Age (c. 360Q-c. 1050 BCE) through late 
antiquity (324-650 CE).The articles deal with archaeological 
sites, artists, present-day archaeologists, emperors who com­
missioned works of art, and the various types of art, including 
jewelry, painting, pottery, and sculpture.There are very few entries for individual 
works of art, although well-known examples such as the Apollo Belvedere, the 
Artemision bronzes, and the Nike of Samothrace all have entries. (In the index, 
the sculpture is listed only under its correct title of Nike of Samothrace, so anyone 
looking under the common name Winged Victory would not find it.) There are nu­
merous short entries on terms such as Annulet, Egg and dart, and Portico, although 
there is no entry for separate red-figure pottery, which is discussed in Pottery:Ware 
and Styles. 
Each of the long essays on Architecture, Glass, Painting, Sculpture, etc., is subdivided 
into articles on Minoan, Cycladic, Helladic, Greek. Etruscan, and Roman periods. 
Each of these periods is then further subdivided by techniques. All of the articles 
are extremely detailed, with complete descriptions of sites and techniques and 
discussions of the older and the current controversies and scholarship in the field. 
Current bibliographies of books and articles are also included for many entries 
along with black-and-white photos, diagrams, and maps. Each volume contains a 
selection of color plates.A thematic index classifying entries by sites, artists, and 
deities precedes the entries, and a comprehensive index concludes the work. 
The Grove Encyclopedia ofClassical Art and Architecture is an outstanding resource 
that brings together a vast amount of information in a compact format. Libraries 
that already have Grove Art Online may want to purchase this set because of the 
convenience and the updated information it offers. Highly recommended for aca­
demic, large public, and art museum libraries. -Merle Jacob 
Another distincrive aspect of Sage eReference 
is the Reader's Guide, a feature found in all 
Sage print encyclopedias and a dynamic navi­
garion tool online. Each guide contains abour 
15 key themes and offers mulriple subtopics, 
a good way to guide users to topics they may 
not have thought to search. 
Search results are displayed 10 items per 
page by relevance; the sort order can be 
changed to ritle A-Z or Z-A. Articles display 
wirh any images and sidebars and links to re­
lated entries and further readings. Each title's 
index, table of contents, further readings, and 
see also references are hyperlinked for easy 
navigarion; however, the text within entries 
is nor. Basic printing and e-mailing oprions 
are available, but results cannot be stored or 
exported. The default MLA-style citation for­
mat can be changed to APA or Chicago style. 
Font and word spacing are rather large, and 
although this means there is less information 
www.booklistonline.com 
per page, it is easier to read. There are no op­
tions for library customization. 
Sage eReference titles are also available in 
Gale Virtual Reference Library, but those with 
access via GVRL will need to purchase again 
with Sage due to licensing and access issues. 
Why buy again? According to RolfJanke, vice 
president and publisher of Sage, "In the fu­
ture we hope to see a seamless integration of 
all Sage content (journals, books, reference, 
handbooks) in one electronic plarform." For 
a typical academic library with 5,000 FTE, 
Sage charges 125 percent of the print title, 
and titles are purchased to own. Access fees 
are waived for the first 5 years and after that 
are nominal but based on titles owned. To see 
how Sage eReference compares with other col­
lections, see the table on p.84. (Last accessed 
September 6,2007.) -Sue Polanka 
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Editorial Board:
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H. Bradford Hawley, M.D; Laurence M.
 
Katz, M.D.; Nancy A. Piotrowski, Ph.D.;
 
Connie Rizzo, M.D., Ph.D.
 
New and completely updated, 
this edition of Magill's Medical 
Guide grows to five volumes and 
is an up-to-date. easy-to-use 
compendium of medical informa­
tion suitable for student research 
as well as Use by general readers, 
including patients and caregivers. 
The Guide includes over 1,000 
essays and 400 photographs and 
sidebars. New topics not previ­
ously covered include current 
subject areas such as facial 
transplantation and Avian 
influenza (bird flu). In addition, 
a single purchase of the printed 
set entitles a school or library to 
free online access to the Medical 
Guide's content until 12/31/10. 
NOVEMBER 2007
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